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When considering accommodations, keep in mind that accommodations are not 
appropriate when the test being used measures skills related to the student’s disability or 
language limitations. For example, reading the test questions out loud to a student is an 
acceptable accommodation in some cases but not if the test measures reading compre-
hension. In this case, giving the student such an accommodation would provide an unfair 
advantage in the skill being measured.

Accommodations vary greatly from state to state and most often are not explicitly 
determined by research evidence. For example, some accommodations, such as reading 
aloud the test questions and directions, may actually be a disadvantage to younger chil-
dren (Finch, Baron, & Meyer, 2009). Further research on how well accommodations work 
for various items and developmental levels is needed. Typically, school officials make rec-
ommendations for how a particular student should be accommodated during standard-
ized testing, as required by law. This is part of the student’s Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP)—the legal contract between the parents and school officials detailing the provision 
of regular or special education and related services designed to meet the student’s edu-
cational needs. The degree of accommodation allowed depends on the degree of risk. For 
example, in the area of English proficiency, most states require that students first take a 
basic English proficiency exam, and their score on that exam then determines the number 
and types of accommodations allowed. Although there are no definite criteria, some gen-
eral guidelines for making accommodations include the following (Lissitz & Shafer, 2002; 
Reynolds et al., 2009):

Individualized Education 
Plan: See Modules 21  
and 22

TABLE 25.4	 Accommodations for Students at Risk

PRESENTATION FORMAT RESPONSE FORMAT
Oral exams to written exams

Written exams to oral exams

Braille format

Sign language

Large print

Reader services

Increased spacing between items

Reduced number of items per page

Rephrased directions

Restated directions

Additional examples

Specialized computer programs to read text

Oral exams to written exams

Written exams to oral exams

Braillewriter to record responses

Responding in sign language

Pointing to answer

Having an aide mark answers

Using a tape recorder to record responses

Increasing spacing on the answer sheet

Marking responses on the test booklet, not 
a Scantron sheet

TIMING SETTING
Extended time

More frequent breaks

More sessions

Sessions over more days

Changing time of day test is given

Individual administration

Small-group administration

Preferential seating

Study carrel to minimize distractions

Special lighting

SOURCE: Reynolds et al., 2013.


